BIG LABOR WAR PREDICTED AS THE BUILDING
BOSSES LOCK OUT LATHERS’ UNION

A Jockout “against unitm lathers
wins put into effect by the Building
Construction Employers’ ass'n at
noon today.

It I8 the first move of a concerted
action bullders are going to take In
ordér to crush the unions into sub-
miftting to the agreament the bullders
want to force upon the union em-
ployes,

To soma it looks like a defy from
the camp of the bullders, a declara-
tion of war. The bullders have been
“feeling their oats" of late, and have
grown go cockey that it [s sald thers
has been guiet talk in their own cir-
cle of picking up the issue and going
ta battle with the lshoring forces,

What Jooke like o step towards ac-
tive trouble was made by the employ-
ers today when it was announoed
that n new union of lathers would be
started at once In oppesition to the
existing union.

“Mexico will be moved right up to
Chicago if the building ersctors carry
out their threats to start a new union,
and they know It said Fred Way-
man, business agent for the lathers.

Other labor men say Wayman's
words are true, thut o move on the
part of the contractors to put & dis-
rupting union in the field would be
an open invitotion for trooble, They
believe that {8 the reason the build-
e’ trst wonld meke such a move.

Such an oppesition would be sim-
piy a cloak for sheltering atrike-
breskerss  No legitimate union man
could work under its auspices.

The lathers will have the active
support of nearly all the bullding
trades’ emmployes. At a central mest-
fng held last night in Bricklayers'
hall, Peorla and Monroe, the sheet
metal workers, glazers, palnters, ma-
chinists, wood workers and hoisting
efjgineers promised that their organ-
izations would actively support the
iathers, to the extent of nﬁdn; out,
if necessary,

It looks like the hullders have
started to hoe a hard row In their
endedvor to force the joint agree-
ment down the throats of the unions,

The points around which the pres-
ent lockout is based are: Acreptance
of the agresment; raising of the dally
wages from $5.75 to $6, and reten-
tion of March 1 as the date for sign-
Ing now agreements.

The point immediataly at jusye Ia
that of the agreement date. The lath-
ers say the present agreement ended
on March 1, except in a few special
Instances; the buflders contend the
date of expiration Is April 30.

“We will not submit to the changs
In the dats, nor will we sign the new
agreement,” suid Wayman., "“To sign
the new agreement would be to sign
away our rights as union men; we
would be signing In favor of the open
shop and in favor of principles that
are directly opposed to all unionism
and the good of the laboring man."”

But 10 per cent of the union pias-
terars in the city will be affectad by
the lockout, says Wayman. The
council shelters 800 omion lathers.
Ninety per cent of those employed
sre working with “fair” contractors.
Less than 100 will be affected by the
lockout.

The lockout went into effect at
nomn today. “We wiil simply rest on
our oars and swalt the next move
from the o glde,” suid Wayman.
Included in lathers” councll are
Unions Nos. 74, 150, 167, 183, 138
206, 338.
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BITS OF NEWS
John T. Markham, 76, brother of
C. H. Markbam, president fllinoic
Central, dead, New Orleans. Omnce
lost from brother for 46 years.
Twice Desplaines station polics
were rushed In answer to telephone

calls that murder was belng com-
mitted néar by, Found two cats cele-
‘brating on back fence.




